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Humanity depends on healthy ecosystems: they suppert or improve our quality of life, and without them, the Earth would be = PDF N
uninhabitable. However, over the past 50 years, fast-growing demands for food, fuel, water and other natural resources have w Add PDF to Basket (£25) EE % —F ?‘Z ’
led to an unprecedented degradation of many ecosystem services so that their ability to sustain future generations can no
longer be taken for granted. Therefore, reversing ecosystem degradation is one of the great challenges of sustainable PDF jc 'ﬁ: j)_(‘
development. This is by no means a trivial task as it requires action by all actors in society, including governments, industry Download Citation 2 .
and individuals. One of the difficulties is that, even if there was a universal commitment to sustainable development, it is still @, %% 7N 71:
unclear what goods, services and activities are sustainable and how they could be identified. In an attempt to contribute BibTex E]
towards a better understanding of this complex problem, this paper illustrates how environmentally-sustainable products and ﬁg ~F i‘j‘ o ‘m
activities can be identified using Life Cycle Assessment as a tool. Four industrial sectors and supply chains are discussed:
energy, transport, industry and food & agriculture. The examples used within these sectors include, respectively, electricity EI )j'_fl: ﬁ_,t %
generation; different transportation options and fuels; chemicals and related products; different food products and packaging.
Theirimpacts on the ecosystem services are examined from ‘cradle to grave’ to help identify more sustainable alternatives. For ﬁ i[”j" jﬁ ﬁ——

illustration purposes, the discussion centres on carbon footprint (global warming potential), as one of the major global
impacts; however, other impacts are also discussed as appropriate. ﬁ{ Ijl"i\]



