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Read the full text >

Abstract

Background and aim

Cryptomarkets—on-line, anonymous market-places for illicit goods and services that
specialize mainly in drugs—account for a small but rapidly growing share of the illicit
drug market in many countries. Policy responses so far are based generally on the
assumption that their rise will only increase drug harms. In this contribution for debate,
we question this assumption.

Methods

We provide a narrative review of the emerging literature connected to drug
cryptomarkets. We use MacCoun & Reuter's formula to understand the effect of
population-level increases in use on total harm as depending on the level of harm
associated with each unit of use. We then consider the potential for cryptomarkets to
increase or decrease the harms and benefits related to each unit of drug use, with
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