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8 Tips for writing a good paper
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Tip1l

*Read many papers ZiEVE

« Know the field
« Join a journal club

« Read outside of your area to develop broad scope — think about
quality of work

5EisE B SO LAYMNYSZER | FAEERIRE
 Be aware of reporting guidelines

EEARRE

READING 1S FUN|_




Tip 2

EVIFE CHIAR

* Be objective about your work @ @
....... Editors and reviewers will be ©
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Tip 3

JRIBTFTS

« Write in good English

« Complex language is not needed. Best science is where complex ideas
are expressed in a way that people not in that field can understand

AR AT EREB BRI TURRIAS AV

« Poorly written manuscripts get rejected — reviewers or editors lose

1 I

patience or can’ t ‘see’ the results or advance
RIAFPI N ERBE R —— R R ANRIER TN AR AIER TR

« Use a professional copy-editing service

SPRINGER NATURE
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The ABC of writing style

accurate brief clear

SPRINGER NATURE
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Be accurate (ftfff)

*Tell your readers what they need to know

Original

Of the 16.9-fold genome coverage, the majority was from 454 sequencing
by synthesis of paired and unpaired reads, with the remaining coverage
from Sanger dye primer sequencing of paired reads.

Improved

Of the 16.9-fold genome coverage, 74% was from 454 sequencing by
synthesis of paired and unpaired reads. Sanger dye primer sequencing of
paired reads was used for the remaining 26% (Supplementary Table 1 and
Supplementary Note).

SPRINGER NATURE
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Be brief (%)

*Keep to the point

*Avoid redundancy

Original

Based on these results, we hypothesized that vaccinated control individuals would
show similar cytokine profiles to those treated with compound X. To assess this
hypothesis, we compared the cytokine profiles of the vaccinated control individuals
with those of treated patients. We found a higher frequency of...

Improved

Based on these results, we hypothesized that vaccinated control individuals would
show similar cytokine profiles to those treated with compound X. By contrast. we
found a higher frequency of...

SPRINGER NATURE
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Brevity (i&%g8)

Difficulty was experienced in obtaining the isolate in an
extremely purified state.

The isolate was difficult to purify completely.

SPRINGER NATURE
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Be clear (i5Hih)

*Break up long sentences

*Put closely related ideas together

Original

Whereas chimpanzees are widespread across equatorial Africa, bonobos,
which have a relatively small and remote habitat, which also meant that
they were the last ape species to be described, live only south of the Congo
River (Fig. 1a) and are the rarest of all apes in captivity.

Improved

Whereas chimpanzees are widespread across equatorial Africa, bonobos
live only south of the Congo River (Fig. 1a). As a result of their relatively
small and remote habitat, bonobos were the last ape species to be
described and are the rarest of all apes in captivity.
JRE
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Be clear (J5HT)

* Use simple words (but be specific)

X We found that the technique that we utilized had a
relatively high accuracy in comparison with
absorption spectroscopy (fig. 2).

v' Our technique was more accurate than absorption
spectroscopy (fig. 2).

SPRINGER NATURE
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Be clear (J5HT)

e Too much information!

e Difficult to pull the main claim of
the paper out from the jumble of
information provided. We need to
be able to glance at the figures and
understand them

* The axes labels of this graph can’t
be understood without referring to
the text

 Trend lines: add more information
to an already busy graphic

e Reference to a previous graphic

Earth Syst. Dynam. Discuss., 3, 1259-1286, 2012 (IVO StOC kl a n d IG Rl Pl)
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Tip 4

Decide early on where to publish 1281 ERBIAHET

* This will help shape your study, based on the goals needed for publication in your target
journal. Will help define the form of study and advance required.

EIRIERTINS N ERIZEKFH TS | BRI THEERR D R NeUHTE.
* Look at journal’s aims and scopes page
{FARISHEEZ BB AR 2 e 5 X SCEE YK
*Think about how you will structure your papers when you design your experimen
RIS AT IR BB S ELE
*\What controls and statistical tests are needed?
IREMPLEXTREE | EREIMFITEE
*\What collaborators / co authors should you work with to complete study?
MRS S BET I Z T
*What is your aim with study? What are you trying to show / prove?
HRENRTA ? BERINEUEBHA ?
SPRINGER NATURE
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HATIIZRRE | (FEMERADBIREREHA ?

\l

- (FERKTRIEE :
 BiITRYEE
- BtrEEEE
« EITIFEIRE
« ERTFHBERE

- HiRASB={THHRG

- SHATI = REHHRT

- FIFSIEHE

- BlEFTAN

* IZPLRAVARERRES e BimEEaRE
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Tip 5

Quality is everything lRERE—1/]

« Try to publish in as high a quality journal as you can.
Rage R RERERSAYEITL
« One great study is better than several lesser quality ones

—mERENNE> ZmAEHRIUII—RNE
« Avoid trying to publish lots of research papers that provide small amounts of
new data from a single research project.

DR — IR D EINE TR ERR
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Tip 6
Become a reviewer! EiEHEENINS !

« Get used to how to critically assess science — it will help you to assess
your own study

T REIAHEA I ERARER | BRI T ERTHEE I I(E

« Ask your supervisor if you can help with the next review they do

SIMERIEHESSR F—RRYER L(F

* You' Il become familiar with issues that reviewers raise as you see

other reports .
BMVENs T g0 feet O

ERACERBIRG  RETBAMTRE At




Tip 7
* Respond to reviewers and editors WfifEIEgREFHRA

We thank the reviewers for their detailed and insightful evaluations of our submitted

* Ensure you understand what reviewers and editors are _ mnsst weadiesthese poiotby point

asking for (if unsure make an informal query to the —
R . . R The prinary outcome measure & described as both ‘proportion corrected severe
editor prior to submitting your response). amaemia n <24 b’ AND time 10 comection. One & 2 st ghtoruard comparison 1o two
proportions and the second a more complex time-dependent function. Since sampling was
BRI dmiE R H AKX T e G e o e ke, o

* Provide a full, and concise point-by-PoiNt FESPONSE 10 o p e  ton st i s ot e

avent methods because of the potential for a child to abscond from hospital before 24 hours

t h e reVi e We rS a n d e d |t0 rS . and for missing Hb measurements at 24 hoursto lead to censored observations. The analysis
of time from randomisation also Indicates when this correction most commonly ocourred.

B> ’J N 9 Aty pm) fin E’J X\ \FE, We have amended the main text to make this clearer. Because the dedsion was made on
]:IEQTU%E&E > @g I/ '{T.ﬂ;l: qa *Dé HH E N g > @/\5\\1 Eg this primary analysis method before starting the analysis, we do not think that this should be

changed now. (Note: Figure 3{a) presentsthe mean haemoglobin at 24 hoursin children still

* If you disagree with an issue, provide a clear rationale ~ **"=e
Arelated bsue & given thatsampling Hb va lues was 8 hourly- how can figure 2

for your argument within the response. Back up with Nave bocn geneated i which the robabiltyof Hb corvection k described s »
continuous variable?

refe re n Ce S W h e re p OSS I b I e : Although measurements were 8 hourly in the protocol there was some variation around this
In practice. Figure 2 does show ‘jumps clearly indicating the 8 hourly measurements but it

yl] %Xj‘iipﬁ*?]:%ﬂj E,\J rl:ﬂ E@EE'L}Z , —IfIFE'— ilﬁlgtl]]:%'ﬁj\:iiém EI\Jie'I,IE , E%t; also provides additional information about when correction occurred as some jumps are
N larger than others. The title and y axis label have been changed to clarify that this showsthe

B1jﬁ§%jzrﬁk time to the first haemog lobin measurement >6g/d.
Typos: methods Extra full stop 1st sentence in screened procedure and extra underscore

* Give clear indication where revisions in the MaNUSCIiPt  iom pesstinate magaph; -Fetbemmors, there b cribcace indicating ia baca”
have been made (traCked Changes’ highlighted etC)_ We thank the reviewer for noting the grammatical errors in the revised manusaipt these

FERAXT M ERYMRLESER 3T T8

1. Provide comment on baseline differences particularly the greater proportion on
patients in T30 with sickle cell i and kions compared to T20;and
the greater proportion of patients with “prostration” in the T20 group.




Tip 8

Learn to live with rejection! FifEHHER

« All scientific careers are faced with rejection
HIERET TR ARRIVEZ IS

« Take reviewers advice and improve the study / manuscript
REERANENHITIEN

« If you are invited to resubmit, do the revisions that the reviewers request.
Don’ t argue for the sake of it

MRBERAW S  —EEREFEBANSNHFTER , 2 TEZSH0
« There are other journals
TR EL AT
- Try not to resent negative comments
AEGHAEBINATES
» You can appeal If there has been an error {IEREELE R LRI

- If you have new data to support your findings FEFTEER 25/~
SPRINGER NATURE



24

Appeals

« We take appeals seriously, but original submissions take priority
« Only a minority of appeals are successful
« Editorial: Leave to appeal. Nature Physics 6, 395 (2010)

« What helps?
« Specific errors of fact or understanding by the editors or referees
« New data that addresses the major criticisms

« What doesn’ t help?
« “Do you know who I AM!?!"
“Referees don’ t like my work, therefore they are biased!”
« "Tknow who the referee is. He' s a moron!”
« "We worked really hard on this paper!”
« Cosmetic revisions SPRINGER NATURE
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Submitting
Electronic submission

Electronic submission substantially reduces the editorial processing and reviewing
times and shortens overall publication timesFE=E% , BFARTLIFRIRTE Y. BElE
AR AL B EERRAFRESEEE I , FESpringerBiFIRYER L
EE ST ERYEE SpringerfIE LR AR FHITIRB , BUELRBASRIHEHEFE
StRiEn] LA BRI TR | 4858 R 3REHR,

SEAD Tt JOUSAL O Pl b e

C9dme Pl Anticion
Acsthetic Plastic Surgery R Y Ry WA

Free Dlectrauie Sompde oo
BOS AL TORS AND SO 0RS
Alms and Scope

-k __‘l_ll}'l_lﬂlﬁnl Ser Authars ! !

oS oioient ri Tramsfer Satement (p 28 A
p— X1 ol letorest Form (doc, 36
. [
Instructions for Authors
THE JOURTNAL £

st Sorpwty s the O .. IR R - PR P |

~e el C = an -
Sy A ——————————— T



Preparing your manuscript

PLANNING STAGE
Identify gquestions to be answered,
analyses to be reported and target

place of publication

26

& R ORI AR T T R BEAT 1 2

Set framework for document

(page size, outli

ne, headings, ...)

Outline structure,

construct tables & figures

B, R I (R
f, MBI, BRI S,
VIR, (E0E, B B

FINAL DOCUMENT
Submit

<

Polish up presentation,
revisit checklists

h 4

Grotty first draft

Use journal checklists and

instructions to authors

h 4

Presentable

second draft

Circulate to coauthors

h 4

Good third draft

Circulate to peers and
coauthors

h 4

Excellent fourth draft

SPRINGERNATURE
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Preparing your manuscript

cientific writing evolves in the same way as telling a story

Expanded IMRaD
*Title & H

-Abstract i %
eIntroduction f&]id&
‘Methods #1 ¥l -5 771
‘Results 45 5
*Discussion 77 i
Conclusions %58
-Acknowledgements 4
‘References &% ik
Appendices %

SPRINGER NATURE



Preparing your manuscript
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The order of writing your manuscript in the IMRaD format starts with the

easiest

— IV S )
RHRK, REX
= MY A& B v i
AN, HEESERRS
fE, AR BAAE
I BUgeks Tk
B8 Ry, —
DA, — i
G Tk K AR,
7€ HARIN T 2 )5
THRBEE i 5 i
&, e Jr S SR
EAAH . X
LRI T Ak 2w A 7e
SIS TE], B2
=R

The easiest to write is ...

Methods
and Results

Discussion
and Introduction

Title and Abstract

{————

{————

{————

write during
the research

write after
selecting
target journal

write last

SPRINGER NATURE
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Submitting

M~ v | gmy - Page v Safety -

1

& Editorial Manager®

HOME « LOGIN » HELP « REGISTER « UPDATE MY INFORM Not logged in.

MAIN MENU « CONTACTUS » MUKSCRIPT » INS

Welcome to the Please register firstly
Online Manuscript Submission,
Review and Tracking System

for the journal

SILICON

We trust that you will find this Online Manuscript Submission, Review and Tracking System very user friendly. To make your start even easier, please find below a few
instructions

New Authors: Please click the ‘Register button from the menu above and enter the requested information. Upon successful registration you will be sent an e-mail with
instructions to verify your registration

Note:

* When you have received an e-mail from uswith an assigned useriD and passvord, DO NOT REGISTER AGAIN. Jus log in to the sysfem as’Author’.

Authors: Please click the 'Login’ button from the menu above and log in to the system as ‘Author’. Then submit your manuscript and track its progress through the system
A wide range of submission file formats is supported, including: Word, WordPerfect, RTF, TXT, TIFF, GIF, JPEG, EPS, LaTeX2E, TeX, Postscript, PICT, Excel, Tar, Zip and
Powerpoint. PDF is not an acceptable file format.

Note:

* Pleass upload your manuscrpt only ONCE on to the sygtem. After uploading your manuscript, it will be automatically formatted asa PDF file, and you will be sent an e-mail requesing that you approve
your submission. Piease retum to the main menu and APPROVE your submisson accordingly.

Returnina Authors™ Please use the nrovided username and nassward and Ina in as "Author’ to track vnur manuscrint or to submit a NFW manuscrint (Do not reaister
I [ [anfi pamif oo poamif vl (el Pz o]
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Submitting

Mew Submissions

Author Main Menu Submit Mew Manuscript

Subrnissions Sent Back to Authaor (0)

Slternate Contact Informatiaon

Incomplete Submissions (0] Dlepee ek
Unavailable Dates Subrnissions Waiting for &uthor's Approva
Subrnissions Being Processed (0) here to start
your
submission

Revisions

)

& bii 2 AT LA

Subrnissions Meeding Revision {0}

T ’ jzj:ﬁ—‘//ff%]z Fevisions Sent Baclk to duthor (0)
’fﬁ%?’ﬁzﬁlﬁ H ﬁﬁ Incomplete Subrissions Being Revised (0}
E[’(j—%[l])[ji}ju?’ /W[Jﬁuj Rewvisions waiting for Authar's Approval (00
=7 I\ Revisions Being Processed (0)
g%g,&fﬁtp ’ ﬁz% Declined Revisions (0]
S ~J o
Completed

Submissions with a Decision (D)
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Submitting

Freguently &Asked Questions

v |Select Article Type

¥ |Enter Titde

|A.1:|d,.-"Edit,.-" Remove Authors

v |Select Section /Category

v [submit Abstract

v’ |Enter Keywords

|Select Classificatons

v |Additiunal Informaton

v’ |Enter Comments

Stuggest Reviewers

‘‘‘‘‘‘ osstul

31

FRequired Items are marked with a *, When all Items have been attached, click Next
at the bottormn of the page.

PLEASE MOTE THAT THIS JOURMNAL FOLLOWS & DOUBLE BLIND REVIEW PROCEDURE.
PLEASE REMONE TOUR NAME FROM ALL THE FILES vOU UPLOAD!

Itern *Manuscript (excluding authors' names and affilistions] »

Enter a Description and then click the Browse button to select the file you wish to
upload, then click the Attach This File button,

Description Manuscript (excluding authors' names anc

File Name: [ . . . ]
attach This File

Mo Iterns hawve ywet been attached for this submission.

s g ma s R R, AR

e | BT e B DR A
LR, A M H— T, L)
BB . RS — B AR
BIGRIRIBMRE, T4 — 2 ESRBINGERNATHRE
ST T 1 B AL

\4
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Peer review

Article Tracking — track the status of your article during production

sm%m%W%%ﬁT~AﬁH%ﬁ$,%%THL%@%X%%%K,Eﬁﬁk?4
RSB, A2 Rk IR EE AT, dEH 5 E.

N
o . .
Article Tracking article published
o H H 7
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................. OnlineFirst
If you would like to keep track of your articles as they move through production —this is the right )
tool for you. Springer's Article Tracking informs you of your article’s current status in 8 stages. You
can also optfor receiving an email alert cnce a new stage has been reached. \
e journal issue
ARTICLE TRACKING - MY ACCEPTED ARTICLES {1) .
online
Sort Articles by {*' publication Stage C Title ascending Y.
p 3 2 h
3 .
e published
Investigating the cand S ' srevent . .
S B | Article proofs sent to author PREVE N prlnt
IVasIive menmngecocc ) 1re )
alycoconjugates with The proofs of your typeset article have
ghycoconjugales With 8 po0n sentto you by email. Please return
Journal: Glycoconjugate J§ your gorrecﬂons to us as soon as
possible.
You have ordered 0 offprints # CHANGE YOUR ORDER _fé t
........................................................................................................................................................ Z a ~ 1 ‘ F‘\
Con e
£ Contact your production editor y

[T Send me an email notification for each stage that my article reaches

ARTICLE TRACKING - MY PUBLISHED ARTICLES (0) SPRI NGER NATURE




Publication ethics

DO NOT...
AND | REPEAT, ...
DO NOT

33
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How do Editors deal with plagiarism? ZgtEa0{aIRt1EbZE

» Use plagiarism detection software (f#b2&G et

» During submission #&fgitighs 2 ol e UHI
« Ask authors for explanation Zk{EE& R (.)gwﬁlfpﬁ;'x:“{:ﬁ:?;ﬁnm.
« Authors may be allowed to re-write &5 —_— =
 Manuscript may be rejected 1Ef& == (E "

. el Hl Bt st et

 Editor may contact authors’ institution

. IRERR

.!rr{

i
5"'

!

i
it

i
i

+  After publication KRERIINZE ===

- May publish retraction or correction ifSE{E1E

SPRINGER NATURE
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Text recycling (self-plagiarism) EE AN

« Duplication of text from authors’ own previous publication
SHEE ZRIRFRNNE
 Usually without attribution
BERTERIR
« Acceptability depends on journals’ policy
EEHIESZRURTHATIBER
« Try to avoid repeating your previously published text, but if it is
unavoidable:
RERnrESfHE S ZRIARRIRINF
Be transparent
Tell the editor
Cite the original article

SPRINGER NATURE
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Text recycling (self-plagiarism) EEERENE

« ZIEE LRI E AT —IIRRINIEINEELER ( primary outcome ) |, IfE
FIREARRIE /A IRELLR ( secondary outcome ) |, {EBTEICSIPM
A AT 5E ?

« How can they report the methods in their new paper?

- Original published article methods:

* This study was a randomised controlled trial (RCT) conducted in four
teaching hospitals in London. Patients were recruited between January
2007 and December 2008. Patients were eligible for inclusion in the
study if they were over the age of 18 and had undergone an elective

laparoscopic cholecystectomy..... (the methods would then be
described in detail)

SPRINGER NATURE
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Text recycling (self-plagiarism) EEERENE

 Transparently!
« Methods (new article):

 The full methods of this study have already been reported in our
previous article [6]. Briefly, we conducted a randomised control trial
involving patients over the age of 18 who had undergone and elective
laparoscopic cholecystectomy in 2007/8 in one of four London
teaching hospitals.

- FEREEEENAEE , REREMIAS | RN ASENE. XHMEAT
BARIRARAEA DXL RARER , MASIDEEIRMAXZNEHH0E,

SPRINGER NATURE
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- Is it ok to submit to more than one journal at once?

- BEEALISR—ERFAT:

RSN

71 ?

« Consequences of duplicate submission: —i5Z#&HIEE
« Rejection of both manuscripts #W5HATHER
« Editor may contact the authors’ institution RiESEMIEEFK

« Duplicate publication E5%3%

« May lead to retraction (14.2% of all retractions) ##ifs
« Wastes editors’ and reviewers' time EZ&EIENSEBSALE

SPRINGER NATURE
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Authorship Z{FN

« Agree on authorship early IEEHEIEE KHEF

* Provide author contributions in manuscript XS BE{EZE TRt 5l
 Provide correct email addresses for all authors I2{ES M EZ B LIEFRRP B
* Tell the Editor about any changes B {0 & A E E1.HREEENS

* What problems can occur?
e Gift authorship

e Ghost authorship

e Authorship disputes

£

* Authorship disputes can lead to delays
« EFNU D B FRITIE
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Who should not be an author? AEERY JIIEZRIA

* Someone who has only been involved in:
 (XBLATTIERY -
 Acquisition of funding BRI 2R
* Collection of data ZEIEE

.. Pax
e General supervision —fZ I8 &

e Contributors who do not meet the authorship criteria should be listed in the
Acknowledgements

* XTI ST EFRIRE N EETRER AR EBUS RS

SPRINGER NATURE
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Summarizing: How to publish successfully?

* Do great research

e Understand exactly what makes your research special
e Select your journal carefully

* Present contents and data in the clearest way possible

* Use the cover letter to briefly explain why your paper is appropriate
for this journal

* Use any feedback you get to improve

SPRINGER NATURE
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